DATE: July 28, 2026

TO: Sheriff Jim Cooper
Sacramento Sheriff’s Office
4500 Orange Grove Avenue
Sacramento, CA 95841

FROM: Sacramento County District Attorney’s Office

SUBJECT: Officer-Involved Shooting Case No. SSO 24-92680
Shooting Officer: Deputy Daniel Benander #12
Person Shot: Christopher Gilmore (D.O.B. 9/23/1985)

The District Attorney’s Office, as an independent agency, has completed its investigation and
review of the above-referenced officer-involved shooting. We only address whether there is
sufficient evidence to support the filing of a criminal action in connection with the shooting of
Christopher Gilmore. For the reasons set forth, we conclude that the shooting was lawful.

The District Attorney’s Office received and reviewed written reports and other documentary
items. These items include Sacramento Sheriff’s Office (SSO) report number 24-92680, video
and audio recordings, dispatch calls, witness interviews, photographs, evidence logs, Sacramento
County District Attorney’s Office Laboratory of Forensic Services reports, and the Sacramento
County Coroner’s Final Reports of Investigation.

FACTUAL SUMMARY

On March 23, 2024, at approximately 8:04 a.m., SSO Deputy Moises Paredes was on duty
wearing a Sheriff’s uniform, including shoulder patches and a badge affixed to the uniform. He
was driving a fully marked SSO patrol vehicle and wearing a department-issued body-worn
camera. He was dispatched to a 9-1-1 call regarding an attempted suicide at a house on
Campanile Street. Dispatchers advised deputies that the caller stated her brother, later identified
as Christopher Gilmore, was trying to commit suicide and there was a lot of blood in the bathtub.
Gilmore had locked himself in the bathroom and a resident kicked the bathroom door open.
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The caller also stated that on a previous occasion, Gilmore tried to cut himself in front of law
enforcement officers, would not put the knife down, and was possibly trying to commit “suicide
by cop.”?

Other residents at the house called dispatchers and stated that Gilmore was trying to cut his
wrists, bleeding badly, and schizophrenic. Gilmore was unresponsive in the bathroom and still
possessed the knife. Residents tried to approach Gilmore inside the bathroom, but he continued
to cut himself. The residents exited the house and left Gilmore inside by himself.

At approximately 8:17 a.m., Deputy Paredes #800, Deputy Daniel Benander #12, and Deputy
Tatyana Sakaly #289 arrived at the house and contacted Gilmore’s sister and residents outside.
Deputies Benander and Sakaly were dressed in full Sheriff uniforms and wore department-issued
body-worn cameras.

Gilmore’s sister told deputies that Gilmore was not well, possibly on drugs, and armed with a
knife. A resident told deputies that Gilmore made statements about killing himself and suicide
by cop, and he had critical injuries to his arms.

The deputies walked up to the front door of the house and stood near the front walkway, which
had a small corridor and limited spacing. The front door was open, and the deputies saw blood
splatter all over the floor inside the residence.

Based on Gilmore’s previous statements regarding suicide by cop, the deputies did not want to
enter the house and create an exigency.

The deputies communicated with Gilmore through the open front door and asked him to come
out of the house. He refused to do so. One of the callers stated that she last saw Gilmore exiting
the bathroom and walking toward the backyard of the residence. Deputy Benander heard
movement inside the house but could not see anyone. The deputies made another attempt to
speak to Gilmore, but he did not respond. The deputies could not see past the front door and
window, there was limited spacing in the small corridor where they were standing, and the
deputies knew Gilmore was armed with a knife. They decided to leave this front area for their
safety. The deputies considered going into the backyard, but the side gate was locked.

At approximately 8:27 a.m., Deputy Javier Bustamante #1373 arrived at the house to assist the
other deputies. He was dressed in a full uniform with Sheriff patches and a badge. Deputy
Bustamante was also wearing a body-worn camera and possessed a Remington 870 less lethal
shotgun. Believing that Gilmore was inside the house or in the backyard, Deputy Bustamante
grabbed his bolt cutters to cut the lock on the side gate of the house and access the side entry of
the backyard.

L “Suicide by cop” typically refers to situations in which individuals deliberately place
themselves or others at grave risk in a manner that compels the use of deadly force by police
officers.



During this time, Deputy Benander also learned from another deputy over the radio that Gilmore
had a history of assaulting and resisting peace officers. Deputy Benander then walked to the
right-side gate and assisted Deputy Bustamante with moving trash cans near the gate so he could
cut the lock.

Suddenly, Gilmore opened the garage door and stood by the interior garage access door. The
garage was very dark. Gilmore was nude, extremely pale, and covered in blood. The deputies
directed Gilmore to show his hands so they could safely provide him with medical attention.
Gilmore ignored all the deputies’ directives and just stood in the garage. Deputy Parades
continued to communicate with Gilmore, but Gilmore’s speech was slurred and mumbled.
Gilmore continued to ignore the deputies. Deputy Benander observed Gilmore holding an
unknown object. A few minutes later, Gilmore went back inside the house through the interior
garage door.

Shortly afterwards, Gilmore returned to the garage holding a knife in his right hand, pointing it
down. The deputies continuously instructed Gilmore to drop the knife and attempted to de-
escalate the tense situation. Gilmore refused to follow the deputies’ instructions. He held the
knife with the blade pointed up and his right arm bent at the elbow. Standing on the driveway,
Deputy Benander began to back up towards the bottom of the driveway.

Gilmore exited the garage and quickly walked towards the deputies, who were standing on the
driveway guarding his sister, residents, and neighbors. Gilmore approached the deputies and was
repeatedly instructed to stop advancing and to drop the knife. Gilmore did not follow the
commands and continued approaching.

Deputy Bustamante stood near the right side of the driveway, approximately 8-10 feet away from
Gilmore, with a Honda vehicle and garbage bins between them. Because Gilmore refused to
drop the knife, Deputy Bustamante shot Gilmore with six less lethal shotgun rounds, which did
not affect Gilmore. He continued to hold the knife with the blade pointed upwards and advanced
towards Deputy Benander.

Deputy Benander was now standing near the curb and armed with his department-issued black
Glock 17 9mm handgun. He instructed Gilmore to drop the knife. However, Gilmore raised the
knife to his chest and lunged his body within approximately 10-15 feet of the deputy. Fearing
for his safety and unaware of Gilmore’s state of mind, Deputy Benander fired three rounds at
Gilmore causing him to fall and drop the knife.

The deputies approached Gilmore and observed the 6-inch folding knife with a black handle
nearby. The knife was kicked away from Gilmore. The deputies also observed 4 to 6-inch
lacerations on his forearms and a puncture wound in the middle of his left chest area. They
immediately requested medical assistance. The deputies applied a tourniquet to Gilmore’s left
arm and chest seals to his injuries. Sacramento Metropolitan Fire District and Medic personnel
arrived and provided additional medical treatment to Gilmore.

At approximately 8:38 a.m., paramedics pronounced Gilmore deceased.



Detectives conducted a round count and confirmed the number of gunshots fired above by
Deputies Bustamante and Benander.

Detectives interviewed multiple witnesses, who stated they observed the deputies instructing
Gilmore to drop the knife, but he refused and walked towards them.

Dr. Peter Conner, a forensic pathologist with the Sacramento County Coroner’s Office,
conducted an autopsy on Gilmore. Dr. Conner determined the cause of death was gunshot
wounds. Gilmore had gunshot wounds to the left upper arm and left chest, as well as sharp and
blunt force injuries throughout the body.

A sample of Gilmore’s femoral blood was obtained during the autopsy. The sample was tested
by the Sacramento County District Attorney Laboratory of Forensic Services. The sample tested
positive for buprenorphine.?

LEGAL ANALYSIS

An officer who has reasonable cause to believe a person has committed a public offense or is a
danger to others may use reasonable force to affect arrest or detention, to prevent escape, or to
overcome resistance. (Tennessee v. Garner (1985) 471 U.S. 1, 11; Graham v. Connor (1989)
490 U.S. 386, 396; Kortum v. Alkire (1977) 69 Cal.App.3d 325; California Penal Code section
835a(b); CALCRIM 2670.) The person being detained or arrested may be subjected to such
restraint as is reasonably necessary for his arrest and detention and has a concomitant duty to
permit himself to be detained. (People v. Allen (1980) 109 Cal.App.3d 981, 985; CALCRIM
2670, 2671, 2672.) Officers do not need to retreat or desist their efforts if the person they are
arresting or detaining resists or threatens resistance; nor shall the officer be deemed an aggressor
or lose the right to self-defense by use of reasonable force. (California Penal Code section
835a(d).)

Here, Deputies Parades, Benander, Sakaly, and Bustamante responded to an attempted suicide
incident. When they arrived at the residence, the deputies discovered that Gilmore had a history
of trying to commit suicide by cop, as well as assaulting and resisting peace officers. They also
learned that Gilmore was cutting his wrists with a knife and bleeding badly. While near the front
entrance of the house, the deputies observed blood splatter on the floor inside the house.

Gilmore did not respond to the deputies’ commands and instructions, and he would not exit the
house. When Gilmore finally exited the house and entered the garage, he was holding a knife
and was covered in blood. Clearly, Gilmore was a danger to himself and others and did not
allow himself to be detained.

A peace officer may use deadly force under circumstances where it is reasonably necessary for
self-defense or defense of another. California law permits the use of deadly force if the officer
actually and reasonably believed he was in imminent danger of death or great bodily injury.
(CALCRIM 505, 507, 3470; California Penal Code section 835a(c)(1)(A).) An officer who uses

2 Buprenorphine is a synthetic opioid used to treat opioid use disorder and manage severe,
chronic pain.



deadly force must actually believe that force is necessary. The appearance of danger is all that is
necessary; actual danger is not. (People v. Toledo (1948) 85 Cal.App.2d 577; People v. Jackson
(1965) 233 Cal.App.2d 639.) Thus, the officer may employ all force reasonably believed
necessary. (CALCRIM 3470.) The reasonableness of a particular use of force must be judged
from the perspective of a reasonable officer on the scene, rather than with 20/20 hindsight. The
calculus of reasonableness must embody allowance for the fact that police officers are often
forced to make split-second judgments — in circumstances that are tense, uncertain, and rapidly
evolving — about the amount of force that is necessary in a particular situation. (California Penal
Code section 835a(a)(4); Graham v. Connor (1989) 490 U.S. 386.)

Deputy Benander believed that Gilmore posed an immediate threat to his safety, the safety of the
other deputies, and the safety of residents standing on the street. Deputy Benander was aware
that Gilmore had a history of assaulting and resisting peace officers. Although Gilmore went
back inside the house, he then returned to the garage armed with the knife in his right hand.
Gilmore still did not comply with the deputies’ instructions and would not drop the knife.
Concerned for his own safety while standing on the driveway, Deputy Benander started to back
up. Gilmore exited the garage with the knife in his hand and proceeded towards the deputies.
Gilmore refused repeated commands by the deputies to stop advancing and drop the knife.
Instead, Gilmore continued to walk forward. Deputy Bustamante fired six less lethal rounds at
Gilmore, which had no impact on him. Gilmore proceeded towards Deputy Benander holding
the knife with the blade pointed upwards.

Gilmore ignored Deputy Benander’s command to drop the knife. Instead, Gilmore raised the
knife and lunged towards Deputy Benander, coming within approximately 10-15 feet which is
well within what law enforcement studies have shown as a zone of danger for dealing with
individuals with knives.> Deputy Benander reasonably believed that Gilmore presented an
immediate and deadly threat to the safety of himself, law enforcement personnel, and nearby
residents, so he fired three rounds at Gilmore.

Under these circumstances, Deputy Benander was justified in his decision to use deadly force in
reaction to the immediate threat presented by Gilmore.

CONCLUSION

Sheriff deputies arrived at the bloody scene of an attempted suicide, in which Gilmore was
cutting his wrists with a knife and would not respond to law enforcement and others. When
Gilmore finally emerged from his residence, he was still armed with a knife and continuing to
refuse the deputies’ instructions. While walking towards Deputy Benander, Gilmore raised his
knife and lunged forward. Deputy Benander rightly believed that Gilmore posed an immediate
threat to his safety and the safety of the others. His decision to respond with deadly force was
justified and necessary to protect their lives.

3 This is sometimes referred to as the “Tueller Rule” because its origin is based on the research
of Sgt. Dennis Tueller of the Salt Lake City Police Department. Various law enforcement
research and training resources address the danger of dealing with a suspect armed with an edged
weapon at 20 feet or less.



Accordingly, we will take no further action in this matter.

Cc:

SSO Deputy Daniel Benander #12

SSO Detective Richard Hamilton #452

Eric Kane, Sacramento County Office of Inspector General
Rosa Vega, Sacramento County Coroner’s Office



	FACTUAL SUMMARY
	LEGAL ANALYSIS
	CONCLUSION

