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DATE: June 24, 2026 
 
TO:  Sheriff Jim Cooper 

Sacramento Sheriff’s Office 
4500 Orange Grove Avenue 
Sacramento, CA 95841 
 

FROM: Sacramento County District Attorney’s Office 
 
SUBJECT: Officer-Involved Shooting Case No. SSO 24-010622 
  Shooting Officer: Deputy Ryan Bellamy #287 

Shooting Officer: Deputy Nathan Jennings #344 
Shotting Officer: Deputy Gursimran Sufi #753 

  Person Shot:  William Wilson (D.O.B. 10/29/1980) 
 
 
The District Attorney’s Office, as an independent agency, has completed its investigation and 
review of the above-referenced officer-involved shooting.  We only address whether there is 
sufficient evidence to support the filing of a criminal action in connection with the shooting of 
William Wilson.  For the reasons set forth, we conclude that the shooting was lawful.   
 
The District Attorney’s Office received and reviewed written reports and other documentary 
items.  These items include Sacramento Sheriff’s Office report number 24-010622, video and 
audio recordings, dispatch calls, witness interviews, photographs, evidence logs, Sacramento 
County District Attorney’s Office Laboratory of Forensic Services reports, and the Sacramento 
County Coroner’s Final Reports of Investigation.   
 
FACTUAL SUMMARY 
 
On January 10, 2024, at approximately 5:29 p.m., the Sacramento Sheriff’s Office (SSO) began 
receiving multiple 9-1-1 calls regarding a male subject, later identified as William Wilson, 
shooting a gun out of his window in the Sienna Square Apartments at 4735 Marconi Avenue.  
The shots were coming from apartment #13, where Wilson lived, located on the first floor in the 
southeast corner of the complex.  Windows of this apartment face Marconi Avenue.  One 
motorist reported that as she drove down that block, her vehicle was struck by gunfire.  The 
Sienna Square Apartments complex is located in a high-density housing neighborhood, with 
apartment buildings on either side and across the street, and residential homes behind it.   
 
When responding deputies arrived on the scene, they heard a gunshot but were unable to 
determine from where the shot came.  Deputies set up a large perimeter and began evacuating the 
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complex to isolate the shooter.  Members of the Sheriff’s Critical Incident Negotiation Team 
(CINT) and Special Enforcement Division (SED) responded.  Two Bearcat armored vehicles 
also arrived to provide cover for law enforcement personnel. 
 
At approximately 5:39 p.m., Wilson called 9-1-1 attempting to communicate with deputies.  
Wilson was put in contact with one of the CINT members who was on scene.  The CINT 
negotiator attempted to gather details about the incident and whether Wilson or anyone else 
inside his residence needed medical assistance.  Wilson stated that he was not injured and no one 
else was inside his apartment with him.   
 
The negotiator spent several hours on the phone with Wilson encouraging him to exit the 
apartment peacefully.  During those conversations, Wilson stated several times that he wanted to 
end his life and get into a shooting with law enforcement personnel.  He advised that he had a 
handgun.  Wilson made statements that he wanted to have a “gun duel” and did not believe 
forcing law enforcement to shoot him was a form of suicide.  Wilson indicated that he wanted to 
shoot a deputy, but he was unable to see them due to the spotlights of the Bearcat.   
 
Throughout these hours, shots were observed coming from the southeast corner of the apartment 
complex.  Numerous holes could be seen in other apartment windows, consistent with impacts 
from firearm projectiles.  A single gunshot could be heard coming from Wilson’s apartment on 
approximately five separate occasions.  Wilson would occasionally become visible through the 
windows on the east side of the apartment. 
 
At approximately 9:35 p.m., a judge signed an arrest warrant for Wilson.  A CINT member 
began making repeated announcements utilizing one of the Bearcat’s public address systems for 
Wilson to exit the front door with his hands up and nothing in his hands.  The Bearcat was 
positioned on Marconi Avenue outside Wilson’s windows.  Wilson was instructed to exit his 
apartment and proceed out to Marconi Avenue. 
 
At approximately 9:36 p.m., chemical agents were deployed into apartment #13 in an attempt to 
get Wilson to exit his apartment and surrender peacefully.  Shortly after chemical agents were 
introduced into Wilson’s apartment, several gunshots could be heard coming from inside his 
unit. 
 
Wilson exited the apartment.  Wilson’s apartment door opened into a breezeway on the southeast 
side of the complex.  This breezeway provides access to Marconi Avenue.  Wilson started to 
proceed through that breezeway towards Marconi Avenue, where an arrest team of deputies was 
waiting with the Bearcat vehicle acting as cover.  Wilson could be heard making growling 
noises.  He was ordered to surrender but failed to comply.  Deputies saw that Wilson was 
holding a handgun.  He was ordered to drop the handgun but refused to do so.  Wilson retreated 
back through the breezeway into the apartment courtyard.   
 
Sheriff’s Deputies Ryan Bellamy and Nathan Jennings, along with several other deputies, were 
sequestered near a stairwell in another breezeway located in the southwest corner of the building.  
The southwest breezeway similarly connects the front of the apartment complex, which faces 
Marconi Avenue, with the courtyard in the center of the complex.  Deputy Gursimran Sufi was 
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positioned across the courtyard on the north side.  Deputies Bellamy, Jennings, and Sufi were 
each equipped with department-issued Daniel Defense M4 .223 rifles and were wearing ballistic 
helmets, tactical vests marked “SHERIFF” in approximately two-inch black lettering on the front 
and back, and Sheriff patches on their shoulders.  They also wore Sheriff badges.   
 
Deputy Bellamy saw Wilson coming from the southeast breezeway as Wilson entered the 
courtyard.  Wilson had the handgun in his right hand.  Deputy Bellamy ordered Wilson to drop 
the gun.  Wilson did not comply, and instead advanced towards Deputies Bellamy and Jennings 
and the other deputies in the stairwell.  Wilson raised his gun and fired in their direction.  Fearing 
for his safety and the safety of the other deputies with him, Deputy Bellamy immediately began 
firing back with his rifle.  Deputy Bellamy saw Wilson drop.  When Wilson went to the ground, 
Deputy Bellamy believed he saw another round fired from Wilson’s pistol, so Deputy Bellamy 
fired additional rounds.  Deputy Bellamy and two other deputies were hit in the face with 
shrapnel during the incident.  Deputy Bellamy thought he was getting low on ammunition, so he 
moved out of the way so Deputy Jennings could take over on the point position.   
 
Deputy Jennings had been standing next to Deputy Bellamy.  Deputy Jennings heard Deputy 
Bellamy tell Wilson to drop the gun.  Deputy Jennings saw Wilson continue to advance on them,  
raise the gun in a shooting position, and begin to shoot at them.  Deputy Jennings thought 
Deputy Bellamy had been hit.  Fearing for the safety of himself, Deputy Bellamy, the other 
deputies, and the community, Jennings returned fire.   
 
Across the courtyard, Deputy Sufi saw Wilson raise his gun at the deputies in the stairwell.  
Deputy Sufi was especially concerned because those deputies had no hard armor protecting them 
and they were concentrated in this area such that if Wilson fired at them, he was likely to hit 
someone.  Fearing for their safety, Deputy Sufi fired several rounds at Wilson.  Wilson dropped, 
but continued to move on the ground, so Deputy Sufi fired two more rounds at him. 
 
Deputies utilized a drone device to observe Wilson more closely as he lay on the ground.  It did 
not appear that Wilson was moving.  SED members then approached him.  Wilson was taken 
into custody and deputies attempted to provide him with first aid.   Medics and fire personnel 
responded and transported Wilson to Mercy San Juan Medical Center where he was pronounced 
deceased. 
 
When Wilson was moved from where he dropped in the courtyard, deputies located a semi-
automatic handgun underneath his body near his waistband.  A later examination of the handgun 
determined that it was a Remington Arms 1911 .45 caliber semi-automatic handgun, with a 
magazine inserted, and one live round in the chamber. 
 
Investigators examined the scene and recovered one expended .45 casing in the courtyard near 
where Wilson had fired at the deputies, as well as eight additional expended .45 casings in 
apartment #13.  Three more expended .45 casings were found in the flowerbed area directly 
beneath the windows of apartment #13.  Based on round counts of the deputies’ firearms and 
recovered expended .223 casings from the scene, Deputy Bellamy fired twenty-two rounds, 
Deputy Jennings fired two rounds, and Deputy Sufi fired nine rounds.   
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The distance from the southwest stairwell to where Wilson fell is 45 feet. 
 
Body-worn camera videos were reviewed.  The videos depict the events as described above.   
 
Video from a Sheriff’s drone positioned over the apartment complex when the chemical agents 
were deployed was also reviewed.  In the video, Wilson emerged from under the staircase near 
the front door of his apartment.  Wilson walked north into the courtyard.  Wilson had a handgun 
in his right hand.  Wilson turned to his left (west) and walked a short distance, still inside the 
courtyard.  Wilson raised his right hand and fired at least one shot towards a breezeway to the 
west, where deputies were located.  Wilson then appeared to be struck by gunfire and fell to the 
ground.  Wilson fell face down with both arms under his body.  Because its battery was critically 
low, the drone flew back to its operator for replacement.  After the drone returned to the scene, 
the video shows that deputies approached Wilson and took him into custody.  They placed him 
on a stretcher and moved him to the street, where they met medics and fire personnel who were 
standing by. 
 
Surveillance videos from the apartment complex were also reviewed.  During the incident, one of 
the camera angles depicts Wilson pointing a semi-automatic handgun out of a window on the 
southern wall of his apartment at numerous passing motorists and ultimately firing the handgun 
out of the window multiple times.  Three other video surveillance vantage points show Wilson, 
after the chemical agents were deployed, exiting his apartment while in possession of a semi-
automatic handgun, advancing on foot towards deputies, and then pointing and firing his 
handgun towards deputies. 
 
Dr. Peter Conner, a forensic pathologist with the Sacramento County Coroner’s Office, 
conducted an autopsy on Wilson.  Dr. Conner determined the cause of death was multiple 
gunshot wounds.  Wilson had at least nine gunshot wounds to the torso and lower extremities. 
  
A sample of Wilson’s femoral blood was obtained during the autopsy.  The sample was tested by 
the Sacramento County District Attorney Laboratory of Forensic Services.  The sample tested 
positive for methamphetamine and amphetamine.   
 
LEGAL ANALYSIS 
 
An officer who has reasonable cause to believe a person has committed a public offense or is a 
danger to others may use reasonable force to affect arrest or detention, to prevent escape, or to 
overcome resistance.  (Tennessee v. Garner (1985) 471 U.S. 1, 11; Graham v. Connor (1989) 
490 U.S. 386, 396; Kortum v. Alkire (1977) 69 Cal.App.3d 325; California Penal Code section 
835a(b); CALCRIM 2670.)  The person being detained or arrested may be subjected to such 
restraint as is reasonably necessary for his arrest and detention and has a concomitant duty to 
permit himself to be detained.  (People v. Allen (1980) 109 Cal.App.3d 981, 985; CALCRIM 
2670, 2671, 2672.)  Officers do not need to retreat or desist their efforts if the person they are 
arresting or detaining resists or threatens resistance; nor shall the officer be deemed an aggressor 
or lose the right to self-defense by use of reasonable force.  (California Penal Code section 
835a(d).) 
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Here, Wilson had intentionally discharged a firearm multiple times in a dangerous and deadly 
manner.  He struck a passing motorist’s vehicle with one of his shots.  Deputies obtained a 
warrant for Wilson’s arrest.  Wilson was repeatedly encouraged to exit his apartment and 
surrender.  He failed to do so.  Chemical agents were utilized to effectuate his arrest by forcing 
him out of the apartment.  When Wilson finally exited his apartment after the chemical agent 
deployment, deputies gave Wilson loud verbal commands directing him to surrender.  Wilson 
refused to follow those directives. 
 
A peace officer may use deadly force under circumstances where it is reasonably necessary for 
self-defense or defense of another.  California law permits the use of deadly force if the officer 
actually and reasonably believed he was in imminent danger of death or great bodily injury. 
(CALCRIM 505, 507, 3470; California Penal Code section 835a(c)(1)(A).)  An officer who uses 
deadly force must actually believe that force is necessary.  The appearance of danger is all that is 
necessary; actual danger is not. (People v. Toledo (1948) 85 Cal.App.2d 577; People v. Jackson 
(1965) 233 Cal.App.2d 639.)  Thus, the officer may employ all force reasonably believed 
necessary. (CALCRIM 3470.)  The reasonableness of a particular use of force must be judged 
from the perspective of a reasonable officer on the scene, rather than with 20/20 hindsight.  The 
calculus of reasonableness must embody allowance for the fact that police officers are often 
forced to make split-second judgments – in circumstances that are tense, uncertain, and rapidly 
evolving – about the amount of force that is necessary in a particular situation. (California Penal 
Code section 835a(a)(4); Graham v. Connor (1989) 490 U.S. 386.)   
 
Deputies Bellamy, Jennings, and Sufi believed that Wilson posed an immediate threat to their 
safety, the safety of other law enforcement officers, and the safety of the community.  Wilson 
had repeatedly fired his handgun at other apartments and passing motorists.  He was non-
compliant over several hours and remained armed with a firearm.  He threatened to shoot at 
deputies.  After finally exiting his apartment, Wilson refused repeated commands to surrender 
and to drop his gun.  Instead, Wilson raised the gun and fired at deputies.  Deputies Bellamy, 
Jennings, and Sufi reasonably believed that Wilson presented an immediate and deadly threat to 
the safety of law enforcement personnel and nearby residents when they returned fire at Wilson. 
 
Under these circumstances, these deputies were justified in their decision to use deadly force to 
subdue the immediate threat presented by Wilson. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Wilson repeatedly discharged a firearm in an apartment complex.  Over the course of several 
hours, Wilson refused to surrender and had made comments about wanting to get into a gun duel 
with deputies.  A warrant to arrest Wilson was obtained.  When Wilson finally emerged from his 
apartment, he was armed with a gun and continuing to refuse law enforcement instructions.  
While walking towards deputies, Wilson raised his gun and shot at them.  Deputies Bellamy, 
Jennings, and Sufi rightly believed that Wilson posed an immediate threat to their safety and the 
safety of the community.  Their decision to respond with deadly force was justified and 
necessary to protect their lives. 
 
Accordingly, we will take no further action in this matter. 
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Cc: SSO Deputy Ryan Bellamy #287 

SSO Deputy Nathan Jennings #344 
SSO Deputy Gursimran Sufi #753 
SSO Detective Ruben Ledesma #1294 
Eric Kane, Sacramento County Office of Inspector General 

 Rosa Vega, Sacramento County Coroner’s Office  
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