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SACRAMENTO COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
b DISTRICT ATTORNEY
DATE: December 4, 2023
TO: Supervising Deputy District Attorney Charles Gonzalez
FROM: Criminal Investigator(s) Jeanne Adams #46 and Annette Fucles #24

SUBJECT: Officer Involved Shooting
Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office Report #23-353451
Involved Officers:
Sacramento County Deputy Sheriff Matthew Moreno OK94 #958
California Highway Patrol Officer Timothy Meiller #19361
California Highway Patrol Officer Joseph Lopez #21314
Suspect: WOLFFSCOTT, Zachary, aka WOLFF-SCOTT
X-ref: 5482315
DOB: 3/16/87

NOTIFICATION:

On November 5, 2023, at approximately 1255 hours, Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office (SSO)
Sergeant Houck, in the Communication Center notified me, CI Jeanne Adams, of an Officer
Involved Shooting that occurred on eastbound Interstate Hwy 80, east of the Greenback Lane
onramp. He provided me with the telephone number for SSO Lieutenant in charge, Jeff Couch
who was on the scene.

At 1258 Hours I contacted CI Annette Fucles by telephone.

At 1304 Hours I contacted the on-call DA Lieutenant, Kirk Campbell by telephone and notified
him of the officer-involved shooting.

At 1307 Hours I contacted SSO Lt. Couch, #11, L-12, by telephone. He told me two (2)
California Highway Patrol (CHP) officers and one (1) SSO Deputy had been in pursuit of a
driver, later identified as Zachary WOLFFSCOTT on EB Hwy 80 when he ran over a
motorcycle, also traveling the same direction. Lt. Couch told me WOLFFSCOTT had
immediately exited his vehicle and attempted to stab the motorcyclist, later identified as | N



I vith 2 knife. He told me the three officers fired at WOLFFSCOTT, hitting him. He
was transported to the hospital. [JJjjfihad been transported to Sutter Roseville Hospital with
major injuries. Investigator Fucles and I both responded from our respective locations.

At 1425 Hours I arrived at eastbound Hwy 80, east of the onramp from Greenback Lane and
contacted SSO Homicide Bureau Detective Garth Keffer #894, the detective in charge. He told
me WOLFFSCOTT was deceased.

At 1517 Hours Deputy Moore #799, 17C1 in vehicle 122-221, began briefing, stating the
incident began at 1220 Hours when Deputy Moreno K-9 94 broadcast he was assisting CHP in
pursuit on eastbound Hwy 80 at Watt Ave. He changed to a CHP radio channel.

At approximately 1224 Hours Deputy Moreno broadcast there was a 901 (vehicle accident) shots
were fired, and the suspect was down, all officers were all right. Deputy Moore stated when he
and Deputy Paredes, #800 arrived at 1226 Hours the vehicle, a light-colored Toyota Prius,
California license 8YIX616, was found to be registered to Zachary WOLFFSCOTT, with an
address in Oakland, California.

Deputy Moore stated WOLFFSCOTT was identified as the registered owner with his ID.

SCENE: I, CI Adams, saw the following at the scene: The location of the shooting incident
occurred on eastbound Hwy 80, several yards east of the Greenback Lane onramp.
WOLFFSCOTT and the motorcyclist, B were not at the scene at that time.

A marked Sheriff’s Office vehicle was parked, facing east, or perpendicular, to the traffic lanes,
directly behind the Prius, which had come to rest also facing east after colliding with a tree on
the east side of the Hwy 80 traffic lanes. An SSO Crime Scene officer documented the scene.

Investigator Fucles and I attended a walk-through of the scene after all SSO and CHP staff.
INVOLVED WEAPONS:

The weapon involved was a straight blade knife — I did not see the knife in person, only in
officers’ body and/or vehicle in-car camera videos.

SSO Deputy Moreno was armed with a department-issued handgun and fired 2 round(s) then
fired at least two more rounds.

CHP Officer Lopez was armed with a department-issued handgun and fired one round.
CHP Officer Meiller was armed with a department issued handgun and fired three rounds.

BODY-WORN CAMERAS (BWC) / SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS:
Deputy Moreno Xlwas [J was not wearing a BWC. The BWC X was [] was not activated
during the incident. Refer to Sacramento Sheriff’s Department BWC videos for further details.

Officer Lopez Xwas [ was not wearing a BWC. The BWC X was [1 was not activated during
the incident. Refer to California Highway Patrol BWC videos for further details.

Officer Meiller Clwas X was not wearing a BWC. The BWC L] was X was not activated
during the incident. Refer to California Highway Patrol BWC videos for further details.



DA Investigator Adams/Fucles X did [J did not review the BWC video(s) of Officer(s) Moreno
and Lopez.

The interview accounts of the incident X were [J were not consistent with what could be

seen/heard on the video(s).

IN-CAR CAMERAS (ICC):

Deputy Moreno’s vehicle X was [J was not equipped with an in-car camera (ICC) system. The
JCC X was [ was not activated during the incident. Refer to Sacramento County Sheriff’s
Department videos for further details.

Officer Lopez’s vehicle X was [ was not equipped with an in-car camera (ICC) system. The
ICC X was [ was not activated during the incident. Refer to California Highway Patrol ICC
videos for further details.

Officer Meiller’s vehicle (1 was X was not equipped with an in-car camera (ICC) system. The
ICC O was X was not activated during the incident. Refer to California Highway Patrol ICC
videos for further details. Officer was a motor unit

DA Investigators Adams/Fucles X did [J did not review the ICC video of officers Moreno and
Lopez.

The interview accounts of the incident Xl were [J were not consistent with what could be

seen/heard on the video(s).

DEPUTY MATT MORENO’S STATEMENT:

On November 8, 2023 Investigator Fucles and I observed the interview of Sacramento Sheriff’s
Deputy M. Moreno at the Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office Homicide Division, located at
4440 Auburn Blvd. in Sacramento, California. Deputy Moreno was present with counsel. SSO
Homicide Detective Garth Keffer #894 conducted the interview.

Deputy Moreno stated on November 5, 2023 at approximately 1220 Hours he was working on
patrol in an SSO uniform, driving a marked patrol vehicle when he notified SSO dispatch a CHP
officer was in pursuit and he would be going to the CHP radio channel to assist.

Deputy Moreno stated as he passed Madison Ave. on eastbound Hwy 80 another CHP unit
joined the pursuit and indicated Moreno could move into the #3 position. He indicated the
suspect’s approximate speed was over 100 miles per hour. He stated he saw the driver (later
identified as Zachary WOLFFSCOTT) change lanes and hit a motorcyclist.

Deputy Moreno stated he saw WOLFFSCOTT turn right toward the shoulder of the road, as his
vehicle came to rest. He stated as WOLFFSCOTT exited his vehicle, he made eye contact with
him. CHP motor Officer Meiller was to his left and Officer Lopez was to his right, stating he
was closest to WOLFFSCOTT.



Deputy Moreno stated he did not attempt to deploy his K-9. He told WOLFFSCOTT to stop, but
he pulled out a knife in his right hand and moved quickly towards him.

Deputy Moreno stated WOLFFSCOTT “hopped” towards him as though he was going to run.
When WOLFFSCOTT was just a few feet away, he fired two (2) rounds at him. WOLFFSCOTT
fell, but quickly rolled onto his left side, leaned forward and made stabbing motions towards
I Deputy Moreno stated he shot four (4) more rounds and saw WOLFFSCOTT fall
backwards onto the ground. He stated he requested dispatch start Code-3 fire to the location.

Deputy Moreno stated he broadcast the license plate of the vehicle, which he learned was
registered to Zachary WOLFFSCOTT.

OFFICER JOSEPH LOPEZ STATEMENT:

On 11/08/2023 at approximately 1527 hours, CI Annette Fucles and CI Jeanne Adams observed
the interview of California Highway Patrol (CHP) Officer Joseph Lopez, badge #21314 at the
Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office (SSO) located at 4400 Auburn Boulevard, Sacramento, CA
05841. SSO Detectives Ledesma, #1294, and Paley, #1362 conducted this interview. Officer
Lopez was present with counsel.

Officer Lopez said he heard Officer Timothy Meiller broadcast on the CHP radio that he was in
pursuit of a silver Prius that failed to yield on eastbound I-80 and the vehicle also was brake
checking him [Officer Meiller]. Officer Lopez said he joined the pursuit of the driver who was
later identified as suspect, Zachary Wolffscott, XREF 5482315, from the Madison Avenue on-
ramp to eastbound I-80.

Officer Lopez saw Wolffscott in the number three lane and he could see that lanes number one
and two were clear of traffic. Officer Lopez saw that Wolffscott was close to a motorcyclist, then
Officer Lopez saw a cloud of smoke as Wolffscott hit the motorcyclist (later identified as

, XREF|Jiip- Wolffscott lost control of his vehicle and crashed into the
embankment, landing perpendicular to the freeway lanes. Wolffscott got out of his vehicle from
the driver’s side with a knife that had an approximate eight-inch blade and aggressively moved
toward SSO Deputy Matthew Moreno. Officer Lopez commanded Wolffscott to drop the knife,
but he did not comply. Officer Lopez heard gunshots and observed Wolffscott fall to the ground,
but he still had the knife in his hand. Wolffscott got up and lunged toward |JJJiffwith the knife
and contacted | vsing the knife.

Officer Lopez fired his weapon once in a southeasterly direction. After Wolffscott was down on
the ground again, Officer Meiller walked up to Wolffscott and kicked the knife out of his hand.
Officer Meiller picked up Wolffscott’s arm as he planned to handcuff him but saw Wolifscott
was dead. Officer Lopez notified dispatch that shots were fired. Medical and other officers
arrived on scene.

This interview was audio recorded. Please refer to recordings for further details. The interview
account of the incident was consistent with what could be seen and heard on the body-worn
camera of Deputy Moreno and in-car camera videos from Deputy Moreno and Officer Lopez.
Officer Meiller does not have a body-worn camera or an in-car camera on his motorcycle.
Further details regarding this incident can be obtained from the investigating agency.



OFFICER TIMOTHY MEILLER STATEMENT:

On 11/08/2023 at approximately 1655 hours, CI Annette Fucles and CI Jeanne Adams observed
the interview of California Highway Patrol (CHP), Officer Timothy Meiller, badge #19631 at the
Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office (SSO) located at 4400 Auburn Boulevard, Sacramento, CA
95841. SSO Detectives Pansius #785 and Thrall #620 conducted this interview. Officer Meiller
was present with counsel.

Officer Meiller stated that on 11/5/2023, he was stopped at a traffic light facing southbound on
Norwood Avenue, he observed a silver Prius run the red light in the north lanes on Norwood
Avenue. Officer Meiller activated his lights and positioned himself behind the silver Prius which
failed to yield and entered the freeway, [-80 eastbound and continued driving at a high rate of
speed. Officer Meiller notified dispatch and requested air support. The driver of the silver Prius
was later identified as suspect, Zachary Wolffscott, XREF 5482315.

Officer Meiller said Wolffscott entered eastbound I-80 at a high rate of speed and began “brake
checking” Officer Meiller, which he believed was an attempt by Wolffscott to have Officer
Meiller rear-end him. SSO Deputy Moreno and CHP Officer Lopez joined the pursuit.

After passing Greenback Lane, Officer Meiller saw two motorcycles in the number three lane.
Officer Meiller observed Wolffscott intentionally hit one of the motorcyclist, (later identified as
I <REFIE). who landed in the number two lane of the freeway.

Wolffscott lost control of his vehicle, hit a tree, and stopped perpendicular to the freeway lanes.
Officer Meiller dismounted his motorcycle and drew his firearm and advanced toward
Wolffscott’s vehicle. Officer Meiller saw Wolffscott exit his vehicle from the driver’s side door
and run toward Deputy Moreno in a hopping-skipping motion; then pull out a knife with an
approximate eight-inch blade. Officer Meiller gave multiple commands to Wolffscott to drop the
knife, but he did not comply. Officer Meiller heard gunshots and saw Wolffscott fall to the
ground, but Wolffscott got up with the knife and moved toward the motorcyclist (P and
attempted to stab Jilin the belly. Officer Meiller fired three rounds at Wolffscott in a

southeasterly direction.

Officer Meiller kicked the knife from Wolffscott’s hand, which was facing up. Then Officer
Meiller grabbed Wolffscott’s hand to cuff him but dropped it as he could see Wolffscott’s eyes
open and massive amounts of blood coming from his head. A few moments later, medical and
other law enforcement personnel arrived at the scene.

This interview was audio recorded. Please refer to recordings for further details. The interview
account of the incident was consistent with what could be seen and heard on body-wom camera
and in-car camera videos of Deputy Moreno and Officer Lopez. Officer Meiller does not have a
body-womn camera nor an in-car camera on his motorcycle. Further details regarding this incident
can be obtained from the investigating agency.



