DATE: June 12, 2026

TO: Sheriff Jim Cooper
Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office
4500 Orange Grove Avenue
Sacramento, CA 95841

Captain Melissa Kittell

California Highway Patrol - ENTAC
Office of Criminal Investigations
601 N. 7" Street

Sacramento, CA 95811

FROM: Sacramento County District Attorney’s Office

SUBJECT:  Officer-Involved Shooting Case No. SSO 23-353451
Shooting Officer: CHP Officer Timothy Meiller #19631
CHP Officer Joseph Lopez #21314
Sheriff Deputy Mathew Moreno #958
Person Shot: Zachary Wolffscott (D.O.B. 3/16/1987)

The District Attorney’s Office, as an independent agency, has completed its investigation and
review of the above-referenced officer-involved shooting. We only address whether there is
sufficient evidence to support the filing of a criminal action in connection with the shooting of
Zachary Wolffscott. For the reasons set forth, we conclude that the shooting was lawful.

The District Attorney’s Office received and reviewed written reports and other documentary items.
These items include Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office Report 23-353451 and CHP report
number 231105SA00534, video and audio recordings, dispatch calls, witness interviews,
photographs, diagrams, evidence logs, Sacramento County District Attorney’s Office Laboratory
of Forensic Services reports, and the Sacramento County Coroner’s Final Report of Investigation.

FACTUAL SUMMARY

On November 5, 2023, at approximately 12:24 p.m., California Highway Patrol (CHP) Officer
Timothy Meiller was operating a marked motorcycle unit wearing his patrol uniform when he
attempted to initiate a traffic stop on a silver Toyota Prius for a red-light violation at Norwood
Avenue. As the vehicle failed to yield, Officer Meiller broadcasted the pursuit over the radio and
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continued following the Prius eastbound on Interstate 80. CHP Officer Joseph Lopez responded
from North Sacramento in a marked patrol vehicle equipped with emergency lights and sirens.
Officer Lopez was dressed in a CHP uniform and armed with a department-issued Smith & Wesson
M&P .40 caliber handgun. He joined the pursuit from the Madison Avenue on-ramp and assumed
a secondary position behind Officer Meiller. Simultaneously, Sacramento Sheriff Deputy Mathew
Moreno responded in a marked K-9 patrol vehicle while wearing a full Sheriff’s Office uniform
and equipped with a Glock 45 9mm handgun and a trained police service dog.

Wolffscott drove erratically during the pursuit, suddenly slammed on the brakes intentionally in
front of the pursuing officer multiple times and reached speeds exceeding 100 miles per hour while
weaving through traffic. As Wolffscott approached the Greenback Lane area, he veered into two
motorcyclists and struck one, causing this motorcyclist to be ejected into the air. Wolffscott lost
control of the Prius and crashed into a tree on the embankment, ending the pursuit. Upon arrival
at the scene of the collision near eastbound Interstate 80 and Greenback Lane, the officers observed
the Prius crashed into the tree and a motorcyclist lying injured on the roadway. Wolffscott exited
the Prius and moved in the direction of the officers and the downed motorcyclist.

Officers observed Wolffscott holding a large fixed-blade knife. Deputy Moreno issued multiple
verbal commands, “Stay in the car or you’re gonna get bit!” and “Drop it!” as Wolffscott moved
toward him and the injured motorcyclist. Officer Joseph Lopez also issued commands, “Get down”
and “Drop the knife.”

As Wolffscott continued to advance while holding the knife, he came within 5-7 feet of the
motorcyclist and approximately 15-20 feet of Deputy Moreno. Deputy Moreno discharged two
rounds from his handgun. Wolffscott fell to the ground but retained possession of the knife. Within
seconds, he rose to his feet and lunged toward the injured motorcyclist. In response, Officer Meiller
fired three rounds from his department-issued Smith & Wesson M&P .40 caliber handgun. Officer
Lopez fired one round from his handgun. Simultaneously, Deputy Moreno fired three additional
rounds and Wolffscott collapsed to the ground. He did not rise again.

Immediately following the discharge of firearms, Deputy Moreno broadcasted over the radio that
shots had been fired and Wolffscott was down. He also requested emergency medical assistance
“Code Three.”! Deputy Meiller observed a knife nearby on the ground and kicked it in an eastern
direction to secure the scene.

Sacramento Metropolitan Fire Department personnel arrived on scene shortly thereafter and
initiated medical treatment. Wolffscott was transported by ambulance to Mercy San Juan Medical
Center, where he was pronounced deceased at 1:00 p.m. by attending medical staff. The injured
motorcyclist was transported to Sutter Roseville Medical Center with major injuries, including an
abdominal wound and a minor brain bleed.

! Code 3 indicates to consider the call an emergency and to immediately respond with lights and siren as reasonably
necessary.



Two knives were recovered. A large fixed-blade knife with a wood handle and a six-inch stainless-
steel blade was located on the eastern shoulder of the roadway. This location was consistent where
Deputy Meiller kicked the knife while securing the scene immediately after the shooting. A kitchen
knife with a black handle was found inside the driver’s side door panel of Wolffscott’s vehicle.

Round counts and examination of casings recovered at the scene established that Deputy Moreno
fired five rounds, Officer Lopez fired one round, and Officer Meiller fired three rounds.

Body-worn camera footage, dashcam videos, and other videos were reviewed. The video
recordings depict the events as described above.

On November 6, 2023, Dr. Kelly A. Kobylanski, D.O., a certified forensic pathologist with the
Sacramento County Coroner’s Office, conducted an autopsy. Dr. Kobylanski determined
Wolffscott sustained five gunshot wounds: one to the scalp, one to the left upper back, one to the
lower left back, one to the right shoulder, and one the right upper arm. Dr. Kobylanski determined
the cause of death to be multiple gunshot wounds.

A sample of Wolffscott’s femoral blood was taken during the autopsy. Toxicological analysis was
conducted by the Sacramento County District Attorney Laboratory of Forensic Services. The
toxicology results did not confirm the presence of alcohol or drugs known to cause impairment at
the time of death.?

A witness was interviewed at the scene. She stated that she was riding in a vehicle on Interstate
80 and observed Wolffscott “within two or three feet” of the motorcyclist when he was shot. She
also noted that officers issued commands and had their firearms drawn.

Wolffscott’s mother was interviewed by detectives. She described her son’s recent behavior and
their last communications. She explained that her son was struggling with mental health issues and
exhibited increasingly erratic behavior in the days leading up to the incident. She noted that he was
paranoid, withdrawn, and at times delusional. In their last conversation, which occurred shortly

2 The analysis indicated the possible presence of caffeine and tetrahydrocannabinols (THC). However, confirmation
was inconclusive due to potential isomeric interference. No other controlled substances or impairing agents were
identified.



before the incident, Wolffscott expressed fear and confusion, and he made statements that
suggested he believed people were following or watching him.

LEGAL ANALYSIS

An officer who has reasonable cause to believe a person has committed a public offense or is a
danger to others may use reasonable force to affect arrest or detention, to prevent escape, or to
overcome resistance. (Tennessee v. Garner (1985) 471 U.S. 1, 11; Graham v. Connor (1989) 490
U.S. 386, 396; Kortum v. Alkire (1977) 69 Cal.App.3d 325; California Penal Code section 835a(b);
CALCRIM 2670.) The person being detained or arrested may be subjected to such restraint as is
reasonably necessary for his arrest and detention and has a concomitant duty to permit himself to
be detained. (People v. Allen (1980) 109 Cal.App.3d 981, 985; CALCRIM 2670, 2671, 2672.)
Officers do not need to retreat or desist their efforts if the person they are arresting or detaining
resists or threatens resistance; nor shall the officer be deemed an aggressor or lose the right to self-
defense by use of reasonable force. (California Penal Code section 835a(d).)

In the present matter, officers pursued Wolffscott after he failed to yield during a traffic stop and
drove recklessly on Interstate 80, reaching speeds over 100 mph and striking a motorcyclist. This
caused the motorcyclist to be ejected into the air and suffer injuries. During the pursuit, Wolffscott
intentionally slammed on his brakes while driving to cause a collision or force them to slow down
so he could increase his distance away from them. Clearly, the officers could use reasonable force
to arrest Wolffscott because they believed he was fleeing from them and caused the motorcyclist
to be injured.

A peace officer may use deadly force under circumstances where it is reasonably necessary for
self-defense or defense of another. California law permits the use of deadly force if the officer
actually and reasonably believed he was in imminent danger of death or great bodily injury.
(CALCRIM 505, 507, 3470; California Penal Code section 835a(c)(1)(A).) An officer who uses
deadly force must actually believe that force is necessary. The appearance of danger is all that is
necessary; actual danger is not. (People v. Toledo (1948) 85 Cal.App.2d 577; People v. Jackson
(1965) 233 Cal.App.2d 639.) Thus, the officer may employ all force reasonably believed
necessary. (CALCRIM 3470.) The reasonableness of a particular use of force must be judged
from the perspective of a reasonable officer on the scene, rather than with 20/20 hindsight. The
calculus of reasonableness must embody allowance for the fact that police officers are often forced
to make split-second judgments — in circumstances that are tense, uncertain, and rapidly evolving
— about the amount of force that is necessary in a particular situation. (California Penal Code
section 835a(a)(4); Graham v. Connor (1989) 490 U.S. 386.)

Here, Officer Meiller observed Wolffscott’s driving tactics cause injury to the motorcyclist.
Officer Lopez also observed Wolffscott exit the vehicle with a knife and “aggressively approach
Deputy Moreno,” and stated that due to Wolffscott’s behavior, clothing, and proximity, “a taser
would be impractical.” Officer Lopez reported that Wolffscott ignored repeated commands to “Get
down” and “Drop the knife.” Fearing for his safety and the safety of the motorcyclist, Deputy
Moreno fired two rounds at Wolffscott. After he fell to the ground, Wolffscott began to stand up
and then lunged toward the downed motorcyclist with the knife still in hand. Deputy Moreno
discharged his weapon, Officer Meiller fired three shots, and Officer Lopez fired one shot at



Wolffscott. The officers and deputy described the encounter as rapidly evolving, with decisions
made in a matter of seconds as Wolffscott advanced and made sudden, threatening movements
prompting them to respond with proportional force to neutralize the threat. The officers and deputy
reasonably believed that deadly force was necessary in defense of themselves and the motorcyclist
due to the imminent threat of death or great bodily injury posed by Wolffscott.

CONCLUSION

Wolffscott presented an immediate danger of death or serious bodily injury to Deputy Moreno
and the incapacitated motorcyclist. Wolffscott exited his vehicle following a high-speed collision
and advanced toward Deputy Moreno and a severely injured motorcyclist while holding a knife.
Despite repeated commands from the deputy and other officers to stop and drop the weapon,
Wolffscott continued to approach in a threatening manner and ultimately lunged toward the
downed motorcyclist with the knife still in hand. Officers Lopez and Meiller and Deputy Moreno
responded by discharging their firearms, perceiving an imminent threat of death or great bodily
injury to themselves and the motorcyclist. The use of deadly force was reasonable and justified
under the circumstances.

Accordingly, we will take no further action in this matter.

cc: CHP Officer Timothy Meiller #19631
CHP Officer Joseph Lopez #21314
Sheriff Deputy Mathew Moreno #958
Sheriff Detective Garth Keffer #894
Eric Kane, Sacramento County Office of Inspector General
Rosa A. Vega, Sacramento County Coroner’s Office



