Date: June 12, 2026

To:  Captain Mark Cherry, Commander
Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office
Correctional Services Unit
651 | Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

From: Sacramento County District Attorney’s Office

Re:  In-Custody Death — Kenneth Hicks (DOB 6/26/1959)
SSO Report No. 22-347946
Date of Incident — November 22, 2022

The above case was referred to this office for review of the circumstances surrounding the death
of inmate Kenneth Hicks while in the Sacramento County Main Jail on November 22, 2022.

Hicks was arrested and booked into the Sacramento County Main Jail on October 13, 2021. He
was charged with violations of California Penal Code sections 245(a)(1) and 245(a)(4).

On November 22, 2022, Hicks was housed in Cell 338 in 6 West. Hicks did not have a cellmate.
At approximately 10:44 a.m., an inmate worker served trays of food to the inmates in 6 West.
As the worker reached Hicks’ cell, he knocked on the door because Hicks was sleeping. The
worker asked Hicks if he was going to get his food. Hicks rose his head, declined, and went
back to sleep.

Sacramento Sheriff Deputy Danny Phan was working as a Floor Deputy assigned to 6 West. At
approximately 11:06 a.m., Deputy Phan approached Hicks’ cell for medical pill call. Deputy
Phan looked through the door window and observed Hicks laying on his side in the fetal
position. Hicks did not respond to verbal communication. Deputy Phan banged on the cell door
with his flashlight to get Hicks’ attention. Hicks did not respond.

Deputy Phan called Deputy John Lawyer for assistance. Deputy Lawyer arrived, unlocked and
opened the cell door, and conducted a welfare check. Hicks had no pulse and was unresponsive
and not breathing.

Deputies pulled Hicks out of the cell so they would have more room to care for him.
Cardiopulmonary resuscitation was started immediately, and jail medical staff and Code 3 Fire
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Department response was requested.® Jail medical staff arrived, and an Automated External
Defibrillator device was connected to Hicks’ chest. At approximately 11:17 a.m., Hicks was
pronounced deceased by medical staff.

Jail surveillance video depicts the events as described above.

An autopsy was performed by Dr. Jiemin Zhou, a forensic pathologist with the Sacramento
County Coroner’s Office. The cause of death was described as altherosclerotic cardiovascular
disease. The manner of death was listed as Natural.

No evidence of criminal misconduct is presented or suggested in any of the supporting reports.
Accordingly, the District Attorney’s Office will take no further action in this matter.

Cc:  Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office Lieutenant Janae Galovich
Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office Sergeant Christopher Sliepen
Rosa A. Vega, Sacramento County Coroner’s Office
Eric Kane, Sacramento County Office of Inspector General

! Code 3 means to consider the call an emergency and to respond immediately, including utilizing emergency lights
and siren as reasonably necessary.



